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from Dan Healy of Mallow. Dan, a native of Castleisland, was a former pupil of John’s for many
years and meticulously wrote down John’s tunes in tonic solfa. Dan, a competent box player, has
produced some very valuable contributions to this collection.... so first and foremost, a heartfelt
thanks to you Dan.... and for all the cold and frosty Wednesday nights you ventured out for a session
in John's kitchen.

John wasn’t short of tunes by any means, but most of the selected tunes here cannot be found on-
line. Variations of tunes have been discovered but John’s versions have been selected. Our fear is
that these tunes that John learned from the older generations would be lost forever. We have been
blessed with the fact that John was over 95 years of age before he died and still had such a great
memory. Many is the time he would lilt a long-lost tune to one of us and would beg us to write it
down or record it.

A special mention to Paud O’ Reilly who converted all these tunes to staff notation. Without him,
this egg would never have been hatched. Thanks Paud, for your patience, dedication and resolve....
these tunes can now be readily enjoyed by future generations of Sliabh Luachra music. Maith thd 111
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We also wish to thank P.J Teehan and Aidan Connolly of The Handed Down Archive for receiving this
music collection. We are admirers of their great work in promoting the unique Sliabh Luachra
tradition. We would be so proud if this collection could find a safe place in the Archives to be
shared by all. For my sisters, Dan and myself, it would be mission accomplished!!

P.S. The pandemic of 2020 — 2022 has been a challenging period in all our hves Luckily, music has
been a life-line and a blessed hobby to distract people from lock-downs and frofn feelings of
isolation.

It's just heart warming to hear how many have been inspired to be creative and spend their time
being constructive with projects.

For a procrastinator like me, it took a pandemic.......1}
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His daughters, Sheila, Carmel and Esther, are involved in Irish music and have a huge selection of
polkas, slides, hornpipes, jigs and barn dances which he passed on to them. "His granddaughter
Kate, a concertina player, is also carrying on the tradition. Nellie’s grandson, Niall 0’ Connor is a
well- known box player in the Killarney area where he plays with his uncle John Brosnan.

John played in many pub sessions in Mallow and Mourne Abbey. Music is now flourishing in the
Mallow area, and there are some very good musicians like Alan Finn, Rose O’ Leary and John Byrne.

A few weeks before he died, he was at his monthly session and played his box with the rest of the
musicians. He often said “ How do people live without music...” and it was the mainstay of his life.

Our sincerest thanks to Padraig O Flannagain, PRO CCE for including this article in the Treoir
magazine in 2021



Mad for Music

John Murphy was born in Currow near Castleisland in 1911. He was one of nine children, four boys
and five girls. His grandmother, Ellen Daly, and mother, Margaret Crowley, played concertina. A lot
of his tunes he accredited to his grandmother. His older brother Patie and sister Nellie O’ Connor
(an accomplished concertina player) were pupils of Tom Billy Murphy, the blind teacher, and young
John, who had a good ear, picked up the music. Some of the girls played fiddle as did Patie, and
Michael the youngest won an All-Ireland medal on the mouth organ. John played the box, Paolo
Soprani when he was younger and a Salterelle in his later years.

Sliabh Luachra incorporates parts of Kerry, North Cork and Limerick and he identified with the music
of this area. He was familiar with Padraig O’ Caoimh, and was friendly with Denis Murphy (The
Waiver), Julia Clifford and Johnny O ‘Leary. He would meet Denis and Julia in the pub in Cullen
after the Feis and play for a few hours, as he did after Fleadhanna in Ballydesmond and Kanturk.

He loved playing in Newmarket with musicians like Timmy Connors.

His first cousin, Molly Myers Murphy was a noted Sliabh Luachra fiddler. She married Billy Murphy,
a nephew of Tom Billy Murphy. John often visited the pub in Knocknagree and used to join

Johnny O’ Leary in playing for the dancing while Dan O’ Connell, owner, danced sets with great
gusto.

Around 1928, the family moved to Killavullen and brought music to an area which had very Iittle'.
Nellie, who was the eldest, had already married into the O’ Connor Family (a.k.a the Faleys O’ "
Connor’s) in the Cordal area in Kerry so she remained behind. In 1943, John as ‘a fear isteach’
married into the farm of Joan Hegarty, whose family ran the Post Office in Ballinamona, Mourne
Abbey, Mallow. Again, he was instrumental in bringing music to an area with very little.

He was a founder member of Comhaltas in Mourne Abbey and helped mentor up- and- coming
musicians like John Daly. Michael O’ Loughlin and his fellow musicians used to visit for sessions with
the local musicians. '

John also had a good bass singing voice and was noted for his rendering of ‘The Boys of Barr na
Sraide’ and ‘My Bonny Barque’ and won 1% prize at the Cork County Fleadh in 1969 singing English
ballads. Like a lot of Sliabh Luachra musicians, his forte was playing for set dancers. He
accompanied the Mourne Abbey group, who won the Munster Final Scor and the Mallow set
dancers who were very successful. This was in the 1970’s when John reached his 60’s. He was a
good dancer himself and had a very good sense of timing.
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Boys Of Tandernagee Arr. Dé Mairt
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The Rollicking Boys Around Tandernagee

Chorus:

Oh here's to the boys who are happy and gay
Singing and dancing and tearin' away
Rollicksome, frolicksome, frisky and free
We're the rollicking boys around Tandernagee

I come from the land where the praties grow big
And the girls, neat and handy, can dance a fine jig
The boys they will charm your poor heayts for to see
All the rare and fine fellows from Tandg;i'nagee
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Hornpipe
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Hornpipe / Set Dance Dé Mirt
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The Orange Rogue
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Reel Item 6 Denis Ryan’s Crosses Of Annagh (Version)
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item 8
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Reel Item 10 (E Min)
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The Lisheen (Version) Ar. Dé Mair
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Wae  Item1l Tom Billy’s The Woodland Whisper
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Item 3
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waz ItemS5S  The Waltz That Broke My Heart Dé M
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The Currow Waltz
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Mach lteml The Old Cross (E Min) Arr. Dé Mairt

—— T % P
1. ry -
1 4 H } ol |
—1 —r——— aw
d 1]
v
! ——— =
 — — T f==t
_ 1. 12 |
> ) ol | I
] ] ] ’_ 1] o 1 I‘ 1 T
:}]T ; I e a| - % __‘_JL[ 'JI'
March ITEM2 Item 2 Arr. Dé Mairt
— =
1 1 i I | Ll r:1 jﬁ
; = — ;
. J
i1 2.
ﬁ ot | —p P—I_I
i o | e
. U . .
1
r . . + p— :
===== =E [ EEsS ==t
il e
1sv = : S
chottg r s i 1. 12, |
S TSioTs BFEES
= T

Arr. Dé Mairt

March  [tem 3 Bonaparte’s March (Version)

W#‘ﬁ" =
N I | 1 N B S
%%ﬁgw“ﬁu'& Thid-eefif

7

* i 12 . o
s et L L P el
NS4 T +
[T -i*i 4
n 4
S SRS e =3
37 o 1 } { 1 L =7
0, L y |

Final Time
112 | 4

o l I | I >
i\
Il
]
%ﬁ
-+-
L

110




t

air
T
I
1
]

Arr. Dé
1

1
L._..3___JL_3_'_|
T

T T | Lw:.. 1] «_3
n ! — III_
..Ml - I =M
! || L 15N
m\ L | | T \””
t an 1 A
w /] By e
Hen [
(T ¢ ng
s - - IIW_
o TN HE U S
r e l.l_ =
a r.L Sia) L1 1l
- s
TN M N
s o i ny
i LL |
] # iy - 1
an LL!. T

'P-'IF-'#

Fling Jtem 1

17

ZSU

!f"f-

Ser Adelum Ser OQudelum Arr. Dé Miirt

Fling [tem 2

i ¢
+H )

17¥Y

Lt
N
: T
11
Y
ind
I +
L o
\EuE
\AEN
N
N

Arr. Dé Mairt

Item 3

Fling

——
i
I

1 3 1

9
13

111



dirt

Arr. Dé

™y

(—

Item 1

.

_ﬁ.

-

Military Two Step

O #

I
##:ﬂ:%t—

251

&)
oJ

2.

P

o=

pd e

Arr. Dé Mairt

the
(e

e

7l

Item 2
112

I/

L

PaX)

—

4

2°.

33

ANV J

T
 £aY
105

— Military 2 step/Jig

QU



item1

A Mhuirnin Gheal Mo Chroi

The fields are green in Eireann, the birds are singing sweetly,
But oh, my heart is weary all for the loss of you,
For it’s only you , my darling, can still this silent longing,
Or ease this endless mourning and set my SOrrows free.
2
Since we parted, stoirin, that evening in the boreen,

My thoughts forever are with you, no peace or joy is mine.
All the songs that used to cheer me, when this world is sad and dreary,
Come o’er me in my dreaming like a rose amid ti/le‘ljuins.

3 Da
The birds are softly calling, the winds are bearing ;weetly
A message o’er the wide sea from you, a ghra, to me.
They tell of love stories fading, of the joys that we’'ll be sharing
And the love that waits in Eireann and those dear days we’ll see.
4
Come to me, come home love o’er the ocean wild, love,
And the brighter days will dawn yet for you and for me.
My lips are always singing, my heart is always praying,

‘God send you back to me, love, a mhuirnin gheal mo chroil’

113
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Item 2

A Tribute to Sean Lynch, Mallow

“It was the Sean Lynch Ceili Band that really knew the score

The music of Sliabh Luachra kept the dancers on the floor.

The tapping toes were no mean feat for stamping round with joy,

Those airy days of yesteryear when | was just a boy.”

Our gracious thanks to Jackie Daly for this verse of poetry - an excerpt from his poem

and song “The Roadside Stage” in The Jackie Daly Collection of Irish Tunes 2022.

Sean, originally from the Kanturk area, was a regular at sessions at Derry’s Bar in Mourne Abbey and

at pubs like The Clockhouse Bar and The Old Fiddle in Mallow town. He enjoys good health to this

day. The air An Buachaill Chaol Dubh followed by Cronin’s Hornpipe were his favourite solo

pieces.
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Arr. D€ Mdirt

o Gal na mBan san Ar

The name of this beautiful slow air translates as

" The Cry of the women in the Slaughter.”
It recalls the battle of Cnoc na nDos between Mallow and
Kanturk on the 13th November, 1647. It laments the fall of Alasdair

Domhnaill MacColla Ciotaigh

%—1 4-# l
i T
‘[__i—‘——F——-—P—‘F——uL——*-ﬁ-———-F————?—F—f
I T T T T IR ©
5 g ja—1 1] 1 E
L 3= % ) .
e M T 5 3 B [T
- e e e ==
IO'U ) L4 T L 2B
yi  i— 1 ———1 ©
'\4.') [ f g i z f
:Q:g ! 33— ; e 3
L ! = ———— —
By —o e T o9 — 5 i
) 1 0\___’__/'2)
18 F
+ +—t ? t J} ~J— —F
S Z——a a1 — s
240 - O
] 1 i i 1 3 " 1
i i 1 { ) 1 i i I f i
% © 1/} ti ——
¢/ b O
30
F— % et g P o e o
T 1 17 1 1 T 17 » s
%) i } } y 1 | 4 ¥ 1 1 17 1 ] Vi
"4 1 I
1 LI, p—— ! i
M&;ﬁ_l e —" ] — i} =
AN\IY .4 1 1 |
3-;0 ' _3—4 a UJ : 4
y T 1 e—r oy T4
H 1 } }!I % TI § I ¥ i H bt
S)U 1L ;g ! e s 5 S | ! 1 1 1
2 L 3— —3— 31 L—3—T1
—O—ﬁ Y 3 L 3 1 ~ 3 i
” B g T T
s P = o
45¥ 4
-4 === }
{ey P . o 7 2  —— -
A ‘ = ; ; * —re
9
T k 4
===y e e e e
y—w—0 o g - ! o1 =g ————




——3—m

[ & ]

T3

S
58U

73

77

3
T g L 3 I

F
____3_,__}

[ 74,

85

<

116

e

33®/







	Cover
	John Murphy Archives
	Music_PDF_Part1
	Music_PDF_Part2
	Music_PDF_Part3


